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MITCHELL FREEWAY — EXTENSION — CAMBRAI VILLAGE 
Grievance 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler) [9.42 am]: I rise to grieve to the Minister for Transport. In raising this grievance 
I am speaking on behalf of over 400 residents of the Royal Australian Air Force Association Cambrai retirement 
village in the suburb of Merriwa within the electorate of Butler. I welcome to the public gallery this morning 
a delegation of 20 or 30 of those residents who have travelled all the way down here this morning to hear this 
grievance. Their grave concern is that the extension of the Mitchell Freeway being funded by the federal 
government, with works being overseen by the state government, will terminate at Hester Avenue and not go 
through to Romeo Road. It is not as though the government has not got the money to continue the extension on 
to Romeo Road, as the Mayor of Wanneroo, Tracey Roberts, and her council have been advocating and 
demanding for ages with the enormous growth out there, because the government is getting the funding for the 
freeway from the federal government. The state government announced it had received federal funding. Not only 
would this project result in a $250 million saving, but also Leighton Contractors said it would do it at 
$150 million under the allocation in last year’s budget, so the government has the funds to take this freeway 
through to Romeo Road—no ifs, buts or questions about that. 

The opposition is calling upon the government to make this announcement now, because terminating the freeway 
extension at Hester Avenue will be a disaster for the suburbs of Merriwa, Ridgewood and Clarkson. It will be an 
absolute disaster! At the moment, 14 000 cars a day use Hester Avenue and it is a very dangerous, dangerous 
stretch of road. Of course, Tug Cove, the road upon which baby Nate, who was mown down to death in his 
bedroom, used to live is just off Hester Avenue. The government has made great moment of the late Nate’s death in 
promoting road safety, but it should also be concentrating on making Hester Avenue safe. The particular concerns 
of all the residents of Cambrai Village is that traffic on Hester Avenue is projected to rise from 14 000 vehicles a 
day to 21 000 vehicles a day. Even the City of Wanneroo’s wonderful Mayor Tracey Roberts says that is a hopeless 
understatement because it does not take into account the huge developments to the north of Hester Avenue, with all 
those people travelling down Marmion Avenue using Hester Avenue to get to the freeway, so 21 000 vehicles a day 
is a very conservative estimate. The problem now is that we have nearly 500 elderly residents—I hope they do not 
mind me using that adjective, but obviously they are in a retirement home so they are a little elderly—using their 
vehicles and trying to turn right out of Burton Drive, which is the street that exits out of the village, onto Hester 
Avenue, which has two lanes each way and no slip lanes, no roundabout and no traffic lights. Tragedy is inevitable. 
I have to be frank and I hope that those people in the public gallery do not take slight at me, but elderly drivers are a 
little more diffident and worried. As they try to exit Cambrai Village, howling down from the left will be at least 
21 000 vehicles, but probably 30 000 vehicles, a day. 

What are the solutions? I have asked people at the village what are the solutions. They say that the number one 
solution is that the government should be listening to Mayor Tracey Roberts and the local councillor out there, 
the very hardworking Councillor Sabine Winton. The government should be listening to these two people who 
know so much about the area. They say that because the federal government has stepped in and taken the burden 
away from the Barnett government in funding the Mitchell Freeway extension—no doubt the state government 
will claim that as a badge of honour come election time, but it is actually the federal government that is funding 
it and the minister has already announced in this chamber it is saving $150 million on the contract anyway. The 
number one solution is to listen to Mayor Roberts and extend the freeway through to Romeo Road, announce it 
now and tell Leighton Contractors to keep on going. The number two solution is for the state government to put 
its hand in its pocket to put some traffic lights at Burton Drive so that the 400 or 500 elderly people coming out 
of that village have the protection of traffic lights. I note that traffic lights are being constructed at 
Baltimore Parade, slightly to the west, and well they should as it is very dangerous. As I said that is where 
Nate’s house is and where he slept and died in bed, and it is also where another of my constituents, the late 
William Maker, that lovely Sudanese immigrant, was run down whilst standing at the bus stop waiting to catch 
the bus. The government is building traffic lights there. That is the second best solution to the government doing 
the right thing by the City of Wanneroo, its Mayor Tracey Roberts and local Councillor Sabine Winton, by 
pushing on with the freeway straight up to Romeo Road where it is needed. The number two solution, which is 
the cheaper solution, is to install traffic lights there. The poor man’s solution is to put, at least, a roundabout 
outside this retirement village, so that these people have half a chance of exiting the village without suffering 
serious injury or worse. The final solution, the desperate solution, when we go down below the poor man’s 
solution, is to build an 80-metre slip lane on the southern side of the road where there is a huge median strip. An 
80-metre slip lane can be put in so that people coming out of the village have a third and empty lane to turn right 
into for their safety. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.50 am]: I acknowledge the member’s 
grievance, and I also thank the members for Wanneroo, Joondalup and Ocean Reef for their commitment to the 
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freeway extension. They were key members of a community working group on this project and tirelessly 
represented their communities. 

I will provide a bit of background because I think it is important. Hester Avenue is a local government road 
under the care and control of the City of Wanneroo that links Marmion Avenue to Wanneroo Road. A number of 
stakeholders have requested that the Mitchell Freeway be extended further north of Hester Avenue to 
Romeo Road, as this will reduce traffic pressures along Hester Avenue and other local roads in this area. The 
figure I have is a bit more than the member for Butler gave, and approximately 18 500 vehicles per day were 
using Hester Avenue as at the short-term count of May 2015. If the freeway is not extended to Romeo Road, the 
2021 predicted traffic volume on Hester Avenue is in the order of 32 600 vehicles per day. With the freeway 
extension to Romeo Road, the traffic volume will drop on Hester Avenue and the 2031 predicted traffic volume 
is around 22 700 vehicles per day. 

An analysis of crash statistics for Hester Avenue, including at intersections, for the five-year period 2010–2014 
shows a total of 301 crashes, with 50 per cent being rear-end crashes attributed to driver distraction. Just to be a 
little more specific about the incident referred to by the member for Butler, it occurred in the early hours of the 
morning and resulted in the person being charged with drink-driving offences for the third time. Of the 
301 crashes since 2010, two resulted in a fatality, eight in hospitalisation, 45 required medical treatment, 
152 involved major property damage, and 94 involved minor damage. Works have commenced to extend 
Mitchell Freeway north six kilometres from Burns Beach Road to Hester Avenue in Clarkson. 

I turn to the current situation. The freeway extension project will cater for expected traffic increases on 
Hester Avenue and will include a new interchange on Hester Avenue; there is currently a single-lane bridge 
across it. I think it is important to understand the background to this. The City of Wanneroo funded this because 
the former Labor government, when it was building the railway line, would not commit to a bridge across 
Hester Avenue; it was only going to put boom gates on the railway line. So the City of Wanneroo provided 
funding of $3 million for the single-lane bridge. It is also my understanding that when the current government 
came into government, it immediately repaid that $3 million to the City of Wanneroo because it saw it as the 
state government’s responsibility, in building the railway line, to deal with the intersection properly in the first 
place. I believe that this government has supported the City of Wanneroo in a major way to ensure that we do 
continue to provide the best possible facilities in the northern corridor. 

The freeway extension will also include the widening of Hester Avenue from Hidden Valley Retreat to 
Wanneroo Road, and some modifications to the intersections of Hidden Valley Retreat–Hester Avenue and 
Wanneroo Road–Hester Avenue. In addition, the City of Wanneroo is dualling Connolly Drive between 
Neerabup Road and Hester Avenue, and Main Roads WA will be modifying the Connolly Drive–Hester Avenue 
roundabout to address council concerns and meet traffic needs. The widening of Hester Avenue from 
Hidden Valley Retreat to Wanneroo Road will result in the whole three kilometres of the road being dualled. The 
government’s current commitment is to extend the Mitchell Freeway from Burns Beach Road to Hester Avenue, 
and the work has been funded and is underway. Just to clarify, the state committed to funding it, but the great 
work of the Premier got the federal government to commit an additional $500 million to the state, as a result of 
our unfair allocation of goods and services tax. The Premier’s work led to federal government funds being 
allocated to what the state had already committed to. 

The potential staging strategy for future freeway extensions is yet to be determined. It is a reality that every time 
the freeway is extended, there is a temporary impact of a greater traffic volume on the terminating road. That has 
been the case with both the Mitchell and Kwinana Freeways over the past 50 years. Appropriate treatments are 
being provided by Main Roads to cater for the increases in traffic volume on Hester Avenue resulting from the 
freeway extension. Main Roads is working closely with local government to address and minimise these 
temporary impacts on the terminating road. However, we must not forget the significant benefits the extension of 
our road network brings to the wider community in terms of access to services, employment, commerce and 
amenity. 

The Mitchell Freeway extension project is of major significance to the communities in the northern coastal 
corridor. In large part, the fact that this project is now underway is due to the efforts of the members for 
Wanneroo, Joondalup and Ocean Reef, who have been engaging with their communities at grassroots level for a 
number of years to achieve this outcome. Their work with the community working group is to be commended. 
I would sort — 

Mr J.R. Quigley: I didn’t do anything? 

Mr D.C. NALDER: I would like to raise — 

Mr M. McGowan: What about the questions he asked you about outside the village? 
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Mr D.C. NALDER: We are dealing with the grievance, Madam Acting Speaker, which is to do with road 
funding. This state has committed to delivering the freeway to Hester Avenue. 

Mr J.R. Quigley: What about outside the village? 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Now the member for Butler is trying to politicise the issue on the work that is being 
undertaken. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: On previous occasions in this place, he said that the Yanchep line is the number one 
priority, and all of a sudden, because he has an audience in the gallery, he wants to change it to extending it to 
Romeo Road. 

Mr M. McGowan: What about the answers to the questions about outside the village? 

Mr D.C. NALDER: This government has committed to freeway extensions, it is doing the work and that is 
being undertaken. 

Mr J.R. Quigley: There is one and a quarter minutes to go! You could have told these people what you are 
going to do. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Behave properly! 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms L.L. Baker): Members! 

Mr W.J. Johnston: You’re an embarrassment! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Keep coming, member for Cannington. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: You’re a disgrace—resign. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister and member for Cannington, if you want to stay in the house, you would be 
wise to pay attention to the fact that I am on my feet. 
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